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TO EDNA DEAN"  PROCTOR.

llth mo., 4, 1876.

I feel anxious about the election. I think Hayes
would be a safer man than Tilden, for the next
four years. Tilden, however he might feel and
wish, could not control his party. I hope I shall
be able to vote, for I would n't like to lose my vote
at this time. I have written a little poem which
will appear in the February "Atlantic," which I
hope thee will like. Did thee not say that thy an-
cestor was one of tLe suspected in the old witch
times ? My piece is entitled " The Witch of Wen-
ham."

TO THE  SAME.

2d mo., 22, 1877.

I have not read Joseph Cook's letters carefully,
but a hasty perusal of two of them gave me the
impression of a good deal of ability and smartness
on the part of the author. After all, there is no
great use in arguing the question of immortality.
One must feel its truth. You cannot climb into
heaven on a syllogism. Moody and Sankey are
busy in Boston. The papers give the discourses of
Mr. Moody, which seem rather commonplace and
poor, but the man is in earnest, and believes in
all the literalness of the Bible and of John Calvin.
I hope he will do good, and believe that he will
reach and move some who could not be touched by
James Freeman Clarke or Phillips Brooks. I can-
not accept his theology, or part of it at least, and
his methods are not to my taste. But if he can
make the drunkard, the gambler, and the de-
bauchee into decent men, and make the lot of their